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Rear Admiral Wayne E. Caldwell and Vice Admiral Robert |. Price take a short 
break from the grueling schedule of the District Commander’s Conference. 


11 high ranking Coast Guardsmen 
gathered in St. Louis March 12 and 13 
for the Atlantic Area District Com- 
mander’s Conference. It was a coats 
off, hardworking session as the brass 
turned to, exchanging ideas on goals, 
problem. and their solutions, and re- 
viewing problems unique to each dis- 
trict. This ensures that no top officer 
will be completely ‘in the dark’ in 
case of reassignment. 


Attending the conference were: 
RADM Wayne E. Caldwell, 2nd Dis- 
trict; VADM Robert Price, Atlantic 


Area; RADM R.W. Durfey, 7th Dis- 
trict; RADM W.S. Schwob, 1st District; 
RADM A.F. Fugaro, 9th District; 
RADM N.C. Venzke, Chief of Opera- 
tions CG Headquarters; RADM T.T. 
Wetmore, Chief, Office of Reserve at 
Headquarters; RADM B.L. Stabile 
Chief, Office of Engineering, CG Head- 
quarters; RADM P.A. Yost, 8th Dis- 
trict, RADM 0O.A. Lively, CG Reserve; 
CAPT. A.J. Soreng, Deputy Com- 
mander, Pacific Area; CAPT. G.L. 
Kraine, Acting Commander 5th Dis- 
trict; CAPT. D.L. Muir, Deputy Com- 
mander, Atlantic Area. 


LCDR Smith Wins Award 


LCDR David S. Smith, Chief, Boating 
Affairs Branch, 2nd District, was 
recently awarded the National Safety 
and Health Council’s Certificate of 
Appreciation for his work in the field of 
hypothermia (chronic loss of body heat) 
and cold water survival. 


Since LCDR Smith assumed his 
present duties, boating deaths in the 2nd 
District have decreased from 260 in 1976 
to 198 in 1978. LCDR Smith believes that 
this drop is due in part to this district’s 
attempts to educate people who do not 
think of themselves as boaters, such as 
hunters, fishermen, and canoeists; on 
the dangers of cold water and small 
boats. 


LCDR Smith first became interested 
in cold water survival in 1976, shortly 
after assuming his present position. He 
developed a comprehensive 
hypothermia presentation, and is the 
author of several papers on this and 
other subjects. In the past three years, 
LCDR Smith has spoken to over 4,000 
people in 25 states, and has made many 
radio and television appearances. 


Story by PA3 Mike Waller 


2nd District Wins Waesche Award 


The Admiral Russell R. Waesche 
Award, presented to the outstanding 
district, with respect to Reserve ac- 
complishments for the fiscal year, was 
won by the 2nd Coast Guard District for 
FY 78. 

The winner of the Waesche Award is 
based on the performance of reserve 
units in the categories of augmentation, 
reenlistments, readiness evaluations, 
correspondence courses, ser- 
vicewide examinations. 

The 2nd District has improved steadily 
in the competition, placing fourth in FY 
76, and taking the runner up position for 
FY77. 
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2nd District Reservists at Waesche Award presentation at Base St. Louis. 








EXCLUSIVE PHOTOS: 
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Unseen, unknown, successfully 
stalked and encountered by only a few 
communications officers, until now the 
Radioman was a fabled creature 
shrouded in legend and protected by 
double-locked doors and Do Not Enter 
signs. The only proof of their existence 
has been the spoor they leave behind, 
known to RM-hunters as ‘‘message 
traffic.” 

River Currents braved the jungle of 
Top Secreat notices to bring you the 
only known photograph in existence of a 
Radioman in his natural habitat. 

















District Radioman in natural 
surroundings 


In the process, we have discovered 
that this shy creature is virtually in- 
distinguishable from an ordinary or 
garden variety Domesticated Coast 
Guardsman except, perhaps, in one 
area: their relentless competence and 
complete obsession with total perfection. 


This is immediately noticeable to 
everyone who has any dealings with the 
inhabitants of the Comms Center, as 
their usual home is called. Award 
plaques are an important part of their 
environment. For the last two years, the 
2nd District Communications Center has 
gone so far as to be named the best of 
their type of communication center in a 
worldwide communications network 
administered by the Air Force but 
servicing all the Armed Forces. 


Recently Radiomen from all over the 
2nd District converged on St. Louis for a 
special training session. Radiomen were 
briefed on the assembly and operation of 
the Trailerable Communications Center 
(TCC) a highly portable, compact 
emergency communications center, 
useful in natural disasters like floods, 
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Radiomen from around the 2nd District learn how to operate the generator that 
powers the Trailerable Communications Center [ TCC]. 
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Installing the TCC’s antennae 











S. ee 


at ‘ 
TH Bown Pom: | 


where normal lines of communication photographs, River Currents at last 


may be disrupted. 
In the accompanying, history making Radiomen exist. 


proves beyond shadow of a doubt that 


Nashville Goes Underground 


The 2nd District may seem like a long 
way from the Coasts to the uninitiated, 
but a bizarre gasoline spill case took 
MSO Nashville even further away: 
underground. The Marine Safety Office 
became involved in a gas leak beneath a 
store. The gasoline was leaking into a 
sewer, which eventually ran off into a 
nearby creek. Since the creek was a 
navigable body of water, the Coast 
Guard was called in. 


Radiomen who attended the TCC training session included: [Left to right] RM3 duce kk sede ee rs 
Herman Beckham, Group Ohio River; RM3 Elizabeth Martin, Group Missouri search for the source of he. llution 
River; RM3 Daryl Johnson, Group Upper Mississippi River; RM2 Jack C. Furrow, began. About a quart an ‘sk wicienet 
Group Lower Mississippi River; CWO4 R.D. Harwell, CCGD2 [oc]; RMCS E.M. ; 16 4,020 nt Geek oo OL neta 
Lennox, CCGD2 [oc]; RMI M.E. Raybould, CCGD2 [oe]; RMI D.E. Zimpel, CCGD2 2.4 the cleanup of what gasoline fend 
[oc]; RM2 P.E. Williams, Group Tennessee River; AT2 S.D. Ballinger, CGAS lie wav-inke a wreck so ba th 
Clearwater [an instructor] AT3 J.C. Karianis CGAS Clearwater [an instructor ]. fieatrauie paiak of identifying ths Glee 
p 1} 1) 8 whospilled the gas in the first place. 
+: ‘$i | Then, the gas leak stopped as 
ie Cc }, mysteriously as it had begun. The store 
| wa | has been reopened, but MSO Nashville is 
ba Oe || still looking for the source of the spill. 
— ‘¢ | ‘Only about thirty gallons was spilled. 
7 We’ve taken samples to a lab for tests, 
, 














but so far we haven’t been able to match 
the samples with any of our prime 
suspects. Now we have to decide if it’s 
wortn the money to continue the in- 
vestigation,’’ said LT Robert Jones of 
_ MSO Nashville. 


MSO Busts Missionary 


On October 19, MSO Louisville per- 
sonnel LT. Darryle Waldron and BMi 
Ronald Dudley became involved in a law 
enforcement activity unusual for the 
Western Rivers. The involvement was 


a Bi mpted b vision s 
Award winning 2nd District Radiomen: Front row: RMI C.K. Sharp, RM2C.A, Pt Se cai een ee re 
Weidman, Second row: LT T.F. Weber, RM1 R.M. Clay, RM1 W.D. Cochran, RMI 


: transported cargo to South America for 
M.E. Raybould, RM2 G.P. Archibald, RMCS C.M. Lennox. Not shown CWO4 R.D. U.S. missionaries and brought a cargo of 
Harwell and RM3 T.H. Kraus 


native art and clothing back to the 
United States for sale. The television 
report showed the master holding a 
carbine with a pistol grip. 

An investigation by LT Waldron and 
BMI Dudley revealed the possibility of a 
large number of weapons on board. 
Checks with Customs officials indicated 
the vessel was on their “‘lookout”’ list. A 
joint effort by MSO Louisville, Customs 
agents, and Alcohol, Tobacco, and 
Firearms agents turned up a total of 
eleven firearms, two of which were 
seized and destroyed by ATF. In ad- 
dition, the ship’s log indicated that this 
“missionary boat” had not been out of 
U.S. waters for several years. The goods 
they sold were air freighted through the 
port of Tampa. This information was 
provided to the local news media which 
had earlier praised the virtues of this 
— “travelling import store.” 

Assembly of a radio antenna for the TCC. (story by LT Bob Blythe) 








The Flood Relief Blues 


April showers might bring May 
flowers for the poet, but for a Cost 
Guardsman on the Western Rivers it 
brings flood relief duty. Whether you’re 
stationed at an ANFAC, an MSO, or the 
District Office, flood relief can mean 
days of cold feet, wet rumps, and hands 
wrinkled like seventy-year-old raisins. 

River Currents talked to QMC R.W. 
McCauley, a veteran of two years of 
flood relief work, for 8ome tips on 
staying happy in the rain: 

* Keep your wallet in some kind of 
waterproof container, like a self closing 
plastic bag. Chief McCauley assures us 
that if you don’t take some steps to 
waterproof your wallet, your money, 
driver’s license, photographs, etc. will 
be a sodden lump, suitable only for 
making spitballs. 


* Carry extra pairs of socks, also in 
waterproof containers. “Your tail can be 
wet all day long and you can ignore it,”’ 
explained Chief McCauley. “But if your 
feet are wet, you’re cold all over.”’ 

* On the same subject (your feet) 
Chief McCauley recommended carrying 
foot powder. ‘‘Since your feet are wet all 
the time, there is real danger of athlete’s 
foot.” 

* Rubber boots—‘‘You will no doubt be 
provided with a pair of boots; the 
question is: will they be your size? You 
might consider a pair of your own rubber 
boots or waders as an investment in 
comfort. 


* Snake bite kit: ‘Snakes like warm 
dry places, and during a flood, your boat 
may be the warmest driest place for 
miles. Snakes make unpleasant ship- 
mates; they bite. You should be 
prepared to deal with their attempts to 
become coxswain of your boat,”’ Chief 
McCauley advises. 

* Tape: “‘The surgical kind that’s easy 
to tear, but good and strong and sticky.”’ 
Chief McCauley gave more uses for tape 
than we have space to list. 


* Knife: Every good boat-handler has 
his knife with him at all times, but Chief 
McCauley recommends the straight 
handled ‘‘sheath’”’ type over the folding 
or pocket knife because ‘‘Unless you’re 
good at opening the blade with your 
teeth, the times when you need a knife 
you’ll usually have your hands full.’ 

* Pogy bait, chow, snacks, grub. 
Calories in whatever form. Candy bars, 
beef jerky, granola, raisins, pemmican, 
anything that won’t spoil and will help 
you avoid a feeling of emptiness that six 
hours in a small boat without a meal can 
bring. A canteen or thermos is also a 
good idea, unless you like drinking 
muddy water with dead things floating 
in it. 

* A scarf. “I’m not talking about 
something you’d wear in your Sopwith 
Camel to take on the Red Baron,”’ ex- 
plained Chief McCauley. ‘‘I mean 
something to wrap around your neck to 
keep the water out, and short enough to 
keep from getting caught in branches, 
machinery, etc.’”’ A cap was also 
recommended. 

* Flashlight: ‘‘The boats will probably 
all have battle lanterns, but there are 
going to be times when you want your 
very own source of light,’ said Chief 
McCauley. 

This is not a complete list of 
everything you could possibly use on a 
flood relief assignment. You are 
probably already thinking of things you 
could bring to make your life safer or 
more comfortable. And you should 
remember, too, that there has to be 
room among all that gear for people to 
get into your boat. Chief McCauley 
recommend: that you think about a flood 
relief deployment the same way you 
would think about a camping trip: take 
what you’ll use, no more and no less. 

Nor is this a list of “required to 
provide.”’ These are just some things 
that may make you more comfortable. 
And some people like cold damp feet. 


Your Suggestions 


or Your Life 


Can you imagine what it’s like stan- 
ding under a ladder and seeing a 200 
pound generator falling in the general 
direction of your head? ET1 Herbert 
Holst doesn’t have to imagine, he knows! 
One of the men was carrying the 
generator by its end covers when the 
covers broke off sending the 200 pound 
mass hurtling downward. The shocking 
experience motivated ET1 Holst to 
suggest the use of a bar that can be at- 
tached to the base of the generator for 
safer and easier handling. ET1 Holsts’ 
idea won him a $50.00 check through the 
beneficial suggestions program. ‘I’m 
buying a new truck and the extra $50.00 
will help towards the down payment,” 
said Holst. 22 people in the Second Coast 
Guard District submitted suggestions 
this fiscal year, with two receiving cash 
awards. So don’t wait for a thump on the 
head, suggest today! (Story by SN Dona 
R. Frank) 


Nashville CFC Up 18.2% 


(River Currents received this letter 
from the CO of MSO Nashville: ) 
“Recently an issue of River Currents 
(Feb 1979) touted our District St.. Louis 
Area Combined Federal Campaign 
contributions as being up 4.9% from last 
year’s average, and the total up 6.5%. 
While I do not want to be involved in a 
numbers game relative to the CFC, I 
believe I am justifiably proud of my own 
unit’s participation. This participation is 
reflected in the . . . letter received from 
the local CFC chairperson indicating our 
second 100% participation year and an 
18.2% increase in contributions.’’ 
G.W. Conrad 
CDR, USCG 
(Ed. Note: Full participation and an 
18.2% increase! Can anyone top that?’’) 
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CURRENTS is published under the direction of 
the Public Affairs Office. 

News, feature stories and photographs are 
solicited from all Coast Guard personnel. 
Material will be published on a space available, 
news significance basis and by-lines may be 
given, if requested. 
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